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A HISTORY  OF  U.S.  DRY  BEAN 
EXPORTS  BY  CLASS 


In  less  than  4 decades,  the  United  States  has  changed  from  a major 
importer  of  dry  beans  ( 1 million  bags  in  some  years  during  the  1920's) 
to  the  world's  largest  exporter.  By  1959,  U.S.  bean  exports  to  Europe 
jumped  to  2 million  bags,  compared  with  the  1950-54  average  of  800,000. 
U.S.  commercial  exports  to  all  destinations  in  1959  reached  an  alltime 
record  of  4 million  bags. 

In  the  1930's,  when  the  United  States  first  became  a net  exporter,  the 
annual  average  was  100,000  bags.  In  the  1940's,  the  average  jumped  to 
1.7  million  bags,  but  much  of  this  was  U.S.  Government  relief  to  war-torn 
countries.  The  highest  annual  export  during  this  period  was  2.4  million 
bags  in  1941. 

Factors  that  made  the  large  exports  of  the  1940's  possible,  were  increased 
U.S.  bean  production  (encouraged  by  government  price  supports)  and  the 
discontinued  trade  between  countries  of  Western  and  Eastern  Europe.  With 
the  cessation  of  Eastern  European  trade.  Western  Europe  turned  to  the 
Americas  and  Africa. 

As  shown  in  Table  1,  U.S.  export  statistics  until  1940  grouped  all 
classes  of  beans  in  one  category.  In  1940,  seed  beans  were  separately 
reported  and  in  1952,  3 new  categories  appeared.  At  the  present  time, 
bean  exports  are  grouped  in  8 different  categories.  See  Tables  2-10. 


Table  1. — BEANS,  DRY  EDIBLE:  A history  of  U. S.  exports  by  class  and  quantity 
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1/  Calendar  years  1929  through  19U9j  marketing  years  1950-51  through  1959-60.  2/  100-lb  bags.  3/  Not  separately 

Classified  prior  to  19U0.  h/  Not  separately  classified  prior  to  September  1951: . 5/  Not  seoarately  classified  prior 

to  September  1955.  6/  Not  separately  classified  prior  to  September  1957. 


Table  2-:  PEA  BEANS:  U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September 
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Table  3-:  GREAT  NORTHERNS:  U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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Table  4-t  OTHER  WHITE  l/:  U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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Table  5:  PINTOS:  U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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Grand  total  : : 339  : 4B0  : 242  : 873  : 1,132 

No  breakdown  prior  to  Sept.  1954*  2/  100-pound  bags.  Less  than  500  bags. 


Table  6. — RED  KIDNEY t U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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1/  100-lb.  bags.  2 / Less  than  $00  bags. 


Table  7-:  SMALL  REDS:  U.S.  Exports  by  destination}  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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Grand  total  : : : : : 

Included  in  other  colored  prior  to  September  1957.  100  pound  bags. 


Table  8—:  OTHER  COLORED;  U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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100  pound  bags. 


Table  9 — : SEED  (ALL  TYPES):  U.S.  exports  by  destination;  marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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Table  10. — ALL  BEANS  (INCLUDING  SEED) : U.S.  exports  by  destination; 

marketing  years  beginning  September  1 
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